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Joint Resolution Declaring that a state of war exists between the 

Imperial German Government and the Government and the people of 

the United States and making provision to prosecute the same. 

Whereas the Imperial German Government has committed repeated acts of war against 

the Government and the people of the United States of America; Therefore be it Resolved 

by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress Assembled, that the state of war between the United States and the Imperial 

German Government which has thus been thrust upon the United States is hereby 

formally declared; and that the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 

employ the entire naval and military forces of the United States and the resources of the 

Government to carry on war against the Imperial German Government; and to bring the 

conflict to a successful termination all of the resources of the country are hereby pledged 

by the Congress of the United States. 

CHAMP CLARK 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

THOS. R. MARSHALL 

Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate 

Approved, April 6, 1917 

WOODROW WILSON 
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Name: _____________________________  Class Period:  ______  Date: ___________ 

 

Analyzing a Document, Speech, Treaty, Letter, or other Historical Items  

 

1. Name of the item: ______________________________________________________ 

 

2. Who is the author? _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. What was the purpose of the item? ________________________________________ 

 

4. Date the item was ratified, sent, entered into, issued, or accepted ________________ 

 

5. Describe the item; was it a letter, a treaty, a speech? ______________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Brief background of the item (purpose of the item)  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. List what you think the author was trying to convey to the reader or listener.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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8. List some of the things the item tells you about life in the United States at the time it 

was written; or project as to how it is applicable to the United States. . 

 

     _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
  
9. What questions has the author/item left unanswered? 

: 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

10. How would you respond to the document, speech, or letter if you were the intended 

recipient or audience?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 


