Civil Rights Act of 1871, 17 Stat. 13 (1871).

SEC. 2. That if two or more persons within any State or Territory of the United
States shall conspire together to overthrow, or to put down, or to destroy by force
the government of the United States, or to levy war against the United States, or to
oppose by force the authority of the government of the United States, or by force,
intimidation, or threat to prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any law of the
United States, or by force to seize, take, or possess any property of the United States
contrary to the authority thereof, or by force, intimidation, or threat to prevent any
person from accepting or holding any office or trust or place of confidence under
the United States, or from discharging the duties thereof, or by force, intimidation,
or threat to induce any officer of the United States to leave any State, district, or
place where his duties as such officer might lawfully be performed, or to injure him
in his person or property on account of his lawful discharge of the duties of his
office, or to injure his person while engaged in the lawful discharge of the duties of
his office, or to injure his property so as to molest, interrupt, hinder, or impede him
in the discharge of his official duty, or by force, intimidation, or threat to deter any
party or witness in any court of the United States from attending such court, or
from testifying in any matter pending in such court fully, freely, and truthfully, or
to injure any such party or witness in his person or property on account of his
having so attended or testified, or by force, intimidation, or threat to influence the
verdict, presentment, or indictment, of any juror or grand juror in any court of the
United States, or to injure such juror in his person or property on account of any
verdict, presentment, or indictment lawfully assented to by him, or on account of his
being or having been such juror, or shall conspire together, or go in disguise upon
the public highway or upon the premises of another for the purpose, either directly
or indirectly, of depriving any person or any class of persons of the equal protection
of the laws, or of equal privileges or immunities under the laws, or for the purpose
of preventing or hindering the constituted authorities of any State from giving or
securing to all persons within such State the equal protection of the laws, or shall
conspire together for the purpose of in any manner impeding, hindering,
obstructing, or defeating the due course of justice in any State or Territory, with
intent to deny to any citizen of the United States the due and equal protection of the
laws, or to injure any person in his person or his property for lawfully enforcing the
right of any person or class of persons to the equal protection of the laws, or by
force, intimidation, or threat to prevent any citizen of the United States lawfully
entitled to vote from giving his support or advocacy in a lawful manner towards or
in favor of the election of any lawfully qualified person as an elector of President or
Vice-President of the United States, or as a member of the Congress of the United
States, or to injure any such citizen in his person or property on account of such
support or advocacy, each and every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a
high crime, and, upon conviction thereof in any district or circuit court of the
United States or district or supreme court of any Territory of the United States
having jurisdiction of similar offences, shall be punished by a fine not less than five
hundred nor more than five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment, with or without
hard labor, as the court may determine, for a period of not less than six months nor



more than six years, as the court may determine, or by both such fine and
imprisonment as the court shall determine....



Name: Class Period: Date:

Analyzing a Document, Speech, Treaty, Letter, or other Historical Items

1. Name of the item:

2. Who is the author?

3. What was the purpose of the item?

4. Date the item was ratified, sent, entered into, issued, or accepted

5. Describe the item; was it a letter, a treaty, a speech?

6. Brief background of the item (purpose of the item)

7. List what you think the author was trying to convey to the reader or listener.




8. List some of the things the item tells you about life in the United States at the time it
was written; or project as to how it is applicable to the United States. .

9. What questions has the author/item left unanswered?

10. How would you respond to the document, speech, or letter if you were the intended
recipient or audience?




