
Civil Rights Act of 1866, 14 Stat. 27 (1866). 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

America in Congress assembled, That all persons born in the United States and not 

subject to any foreign power, excluding Indians not taxed, are hereby declared to be 

citizens of the United States; and such citizens, of every race and color, without 

regard to any previous condition of slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a 

punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall have 

the same right, in every State and Territory in the United States, to make and 

enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, and give evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, 

sell, hold, and convey real and personal property, and to full and equal benefit of all 

laws and proceedings for the security of person and property, as is enjoyed by white 

citizens, and shall be subject to like punishment, pains, and penalties, and to none 

other, any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, to the contrary 

notwithstanding. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person who, under color of any law, 

statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, shall subject, or cause to be subjected, any 

inhabitant of any State or Territory to the deprivation of any right secured or 

protected by this act, or to different punishment, pains, or penalties on account of 

such person having at any time been held in a condition of slavery or involuntary 

servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 

convicted, or by reason of his color or race, than is prescribed for the punishment of 

white persons, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction, shall be 

punished by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or imprisonment not 

exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly and 

wilfully obstruct, hinder, or prevent any officer, or other person charged with the 

execution of any warrant or process issued under the provisions of this act... [shall] 

be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not 

exceeding six months.... 
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Analyzing a Document, Speech, Treaty, Letter, or other Historical Items  

 

1. Name of the item: ______________________________________________________ 

 

2. Who is the author? _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. What was the purpose of the item? ________________________________________ 

 

4. Date the item was ratified, sent, entered into, issued, or accepted ________________ 

 

5. Describe the item; was it a letter, a treaty, a speech? ______________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Brief background of the item (purpose of the item)  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. List what you think the author was trying to convey to the reader or listener.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 



8. List some of the things the item tells you about life in the United States at the time it 

was written; or project as to how it is applicable to the United States. . 

 

     _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
  
9. What questions has the author/item left unanswered? 

: 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

10. How would you respond to the document, speech, or letter if you were the intended 

recipient or audience?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 


