Telegram of the Surrender of Fort Sumter
April 13, 1861

On April 10, 1861, Brig. Gen. Pierre G.T. Beauregard, in command of the provisional
Confederate forces at Charleston, SC, demanded the surrender of the U.S. garrison of
Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. Garrison commander Robert Anderson refused. On
April 12, Confederate batteries opened fire on the fort, which was unable to reply
effectively. At 2:30 p.m., April 13, Major Anderson surrendered Fort Sumter, evacuating
the garrison on the following day. The bombardment of Fort Sumter was the opening
engagement of the American Civil War. From 1863 to 1865, the Confederates at Fort
Sumter withstood a 22-month siege by Union forces. During this time, most of the fort
was reduced to brick rubble.



Name: Class Period: Date:

Analyzing a Document, Speech, Treaty, Letter, or other Historical Items

1. Name of the item:

2. Who is the author?

3. What was the purpose of the item?

4. Date the item was ratified, sent, entered into, issued, or accepted

5. Describe the item; was it a letter, a treaty, a speech?

6. Brief background of the item (purpose of the item)

7. List what you think the author was trying to convey to the reader or listener.




8. List some of the things the item tells you about life in the United States at the time it
was written; or project as to how it is applicable to the United States. .

9. What questions has the author/item left unanswered?

10. How would you respond to the document, speech, or letter if you were the intended
recipient or audience?




