California is admitted as a Free State
Compromise of 1850

An Act For The Admission Of The State Of California Into The Union

Whereas the people of California have presented a constitution and asked
admission into the Union, which constitution was submitted to Congress by the
president of the United States, by message dated February thirteenth, eighteen
hundred and fifty, and which, on due examination, is found to be republican in its
form of government:

[Section 1]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, that the state of California shall be one, and is
hereby declared to be one, of the United States of America, and admitted into the
Union on an equal footing with the original states in all respects whatever.

Section 2

And be it further enacted, that, until the representatives in Congress shall be
apportioned according to an actual enumeration of the inhabitants of the United
States, the state of California shall be entitled to two representatives in Congress.

Section 3

And be it further enacted, that the said state of California is admitted into the
Union upon the express condition that the people of said state, through their
legislature or otherwise, shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the
public lands within its limits, and shall pass no law and do no act whereby the
title of the United States to, and right to dispose of, the same shall be impaired or
questioned; and that they shall never lay any tax or assessment of any description
whatsoever upon the public domain of the United States, and in no case shall
nonresident proprietors, who are citizens of the United States, be taxed higher
than residents; and that all the navigable waters within the said state shall be
common highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said state as to
the citizens of the United States, without any tax, impost, or duty therefore:
provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed as recognizing or
rejecting the propositions tendered by the people of California as articles of
compact in the ordinance adopted by the convention which formed the
constitution of that state.

Approved, September 9, 1850.
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Analyzing a Document, Speech, Treaty, Letter, or other Historical Items

1. Name of the item:

2. Who is the author?

3. What was the purpose of the item?

4. Date the item was ratified, sent, entered into, issued, or accepted

5. Describe the item; was it a letter, a treaty, a speech?

6. Brief background of the item (purpose of the item)

7. List what you think the author was trying to convey to the reader or listener.




8. List some of the things the item tells you about life in the United States at the time it
was written; or project as to how it is applicable to the United States. .

9. What questions has the author/item left unanswered?

10. How would you respond to the document, speech, or letter if you were the intended
recipient or audience?







