An Act Declaring War Between the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland and the Dependencies Thereof and the
United States of America and Their Territories.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That war be and the same is hereby declared to exist
between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and
the United States of America and their territories; and that the President of the United States
is hereby authorized to use the whole land and naval force of the United States to carry the
same into effect, and to issue to private armed vessels of the United States commissions or
letters of marque and general reprisal, in such form as he shall think proper, and under the
seal of the United States, against the vessels, goods, and effects of the government of the
said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the subjects thereof

APPROVED, June 18, 1812



Name: Class Period: Date:

Analyzing a Document, Speech, Treaty, Letter, or other Historical Items

1. Name of the item:

2. Who is the author?

3. What was the purpose of the item?

4. Date the item was ratified, sent, entered into, issued, or accepted

5. Describe the item; was it a letter, a treaty, a speech?

6. Brief background of the item (purpose of the item)

7. List what you think the author was trying to convey to the reader or listener.




8. List some of the things the item tells you about life in the United States at the time it
was written; or project as to how it is applicable to the United States. .

9. What questions has the author/item left unanswered?

10. How would you respond to the document, speech, or letter if you were the intended
recipient or audience?




