Name Class Date

" CRISIS; CIVIL WAR, AND RECONSTRUCTION -

Stephen Douglas and Abraham Lincoln ran against each other in two elections. In 1858,

the two men ran for one of inois’s seats in the U.S. Senate. During the campaign, Lincoln
and Douglas debated slavery and other issues around the state. Most people thought that
Lincoln was a better speaker and debater, but Douglas won the election. The debates gained
Lincoln national attention. When the two ran in the 1860 presidential election, Linceln was
the clear winner.

The lilinois Senate Campaign of 1858

The Grahger Collection, New York

Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas went to seven different cities in the state of
lllinois and debated the topic of sfavery. Lincoin made &t clear that he opposed slavery.
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€RISIS, CIVIL WAR, AND RECONSTRUCTION

Directions: Read the excerpts below. Then answer the questions that follow.

---I'will vote for the admission of just
such a State as by the form of their Con-
stitution the people show they want; if
they want slavery, they shall have it; if
they prohibit slavery it shall be prohi-
bited. They can form their institutions to
please themselves, subject only to the
Constitution; and I, for one, stand ready
to receive them into the Union.

—Stephen Douglas,
August 27, 1858

So I say in relation to the principle that
all men are created equal, let it be as
nearly reached as we can. If we cannot
give freedom to every creature, let us do
nothing that will impose slavery upon
any other creature. .. . Letus. . . unite as
one people throughout this land, until
we shall once more stand up declaring
that all men are created equal.

—Abraham Lincoln,
July 10, 1858

1. Who does Douglas think should decide whether a state permits or prohibits stavery?

2. Why does Lincoln believe that slavery should not be allowed in any new states?

3. Interpret Images Look at the image on the previous page. How do you think the artist
felt about the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 185587

4. Compare and Contrast How do Douglas and Lincoln differ in their ideas about the

government’s regulation of slavery?
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- CRISIS, CIVIL WAR, AND REGONSTRUCTION

Democrat Stephen Douglas and Republican Abraham Lincoln ran against each other in
two elections. In 1858, the two men competed for one of the Illinois seats in the U.S. Senate.
During the campaign, they gave a series of speeches reflecting their own, as well as their
parties’, views on slavery. Lincoln lost the 1858 election, but he later defeated Douglas in
the 1860 presidential election. 4 Read the excerpts below. Then, on a separate sheet of paper,

answer the questions that follow.

Douglas and Lincolin

I'will vote for the admission of just such
a State as by the form of their Constitu-
tion the people show they want; if they
want slavery, they shall have it; if they
prohibit slavery it shall be prohibited.
They can form their institutions to
please themselves, subject only to the
Constitution; and 1, for one, stand ready
to receive them into the Union....1do
not want to cheat any man out of his
vote. No man is deceived in regard to
my principles if I have the power to
express myself in terms explicit enough
to convey my ideas.

—Stephen Douglas,
August 27, 1858

So I say in relation to the principle that
all men are created equal, let it be as
neatly reached as we can. If we cannot
give freedom to every creature, let us do
nothing that will impose slavery upon
any other creature. Let us then turn this
Government back into the channel in
which the framers of the Constitution
originally placed it. . . . let us discard all
this quibbling about. .. this race and
that race and the other race being infe-
rior, and therefore they must be placed
in an inferior position....Let us...
unite as one people throughout this
fand, until we shall once more stand up
declaring that all men are created equal.

—Abraham Lincoln,
July 10, 1858

1. By what method does Douglas believe
that states should decide the question
of slavery?

3. Identify Central Issues How do Douglas

and Lincoln differ in their views of the
Constitution?

2. Why does Lincoln think that the govern-
ment should stop the spread of slavery?
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